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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Indicates number of days
 6. When you hope to get there
 9. Hairstyle
13. Black (Spanish)
14. Expresses pleasure
15. Away from wind
16. Tech pros organization
17. Wile E. Coyote is familiar 

with it
18. Clean
19. Saints’ signal caller
21. A way to hunt
22. Poetries
23. Automobile
24. Secondary school (abbr.)
25. Indicates before
28. Male parent
29. Short-billed rails
31. It pays to keep yours
33. On occasion
36. David __, US playwright
38. Slang for cigarette
39. Vaccine developer
41. Returned to health
44. Toni Morrison novel
45. Period between eclipses
46. Veterans battleground
48. Gang
49. A radio band
51. Jaws of a voracious animal
52. Elaborate garments
54. Chinese province
56. Checks
60. Horizontal passage
61. Steep hillsides
62. Fertility god
63. Dried-up
64. Signs a name
65. __ Winger, actress
66. German river
67. Gov’t lawyers
68. Take something somewhere

CLUES DOWN
 1. __ Blyton, children’s author
 2. Colleague
 3. “The African Queen” writer
 4. Crater on the moon
 5. Toward
 6. Overhang
 7. Identifies something close at

hand
 8. Sign language
 9. Unbroken views
10. Ancient Greek City
11. Stretch out to grasp
12. Alcohols that are unfit for

drinking
14. Humorous stories
17. Long song for a solo
20. Barrels per day (abbr.)
21. City of Lights
23. A place to sleep
25. Advanced degree (abbr.)

26. The back
27. Furniture-makers Charles and 

“Ray”
29. Songs to a lover
30. Gland secretion
32. 10 meters
34. Disfigure
35. Stores grain
37. Sacred book of Judaism
40. Catch
42. Promise
43. Challenges
47. Russian space station
49. Banking giant
50. Served as an omen
52. Drenches
53. Type of sword
55. Minor planet
56. Messenger ribonucleic acid

57. Japanese ankle sock
58. Obtain in return for 

services
59. Waste matter
61. A proposal to buy at a

specified price
65. Unit of loudness

Jan. 30 Solution

Jan. 30 Solution

Sudoku

retirement     rehabilitation     healthcare

www.noblehorizons.org       860-435-9851
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL, Thursday, February 6, 2020

Town mulls 
van to help 
disabled 
residents

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Personnel in
the assessor’s office have traded 
places and responsibilities, as ap-
proved by the Board of Select-
men at their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 28. 

In accordance with a plan
of succession, Patricia Braislin 
stepped down from her post as 
assessor to clear the way for for-
mer Assistant Assessor Jennifer 
Dubray to step up to become the
town’s assessor.

First Selectman Brent Colley 
said that Dubray has worked in 
the assessor’s office for the past 
three years.  While she was serv-
ing in the office, she obtained the
necessary certification to quali-
fy her for the top position and
did so with distinction, Colley 
reported.

“She is doing a great job,” he 
added, noting that the succession
plan has been well worked out 
within that office.

“It’s a tough job, with lots of 
intricacies to know,” said Select-
man Casey Flanagan.

As the assessor has the re-
sponsibility for naming her staff, 
Dubray is expected to appoint 
Braislin to become the assistant 
assessor.

To acquaint the selectmen 
with services offered by LARC
(The Arc of Litchfield County), 
serving individuals with intel-
lectual or developmental disabil-
ities, representatives of that orga-
nization presented an overview 
of their program and possible
areas of cooperation with town 
services and needs.

Representing LARC were
Tom Stanton, director of voca-
tional supports, and Debra Alek-
sinas, community development 
facilitator.

Employment and transpor-
tation to and from employment 
were a focus of the discussion.

Of possible interest to the
selectmen was the prospect of 
a grant covering 80% of the cost 
of a handicap van to transport 
residents to shopping, employ-
ment or medical appointments. 
The van could be shared with 
other towns.

“We serve anyone with a dis-
ability,” Stanton said, adding that 
his aim is to start a conversation 
about transportation, described 
as the biggest obstacle for their 
clients.

“They can’t get a ride between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m.,” Stanton ex-
plained. He said that his orga-
nization can help people to find 
work, but they need transpor-
tation.

Colley said that knowing the 
costs could be helpful to the se-
lectmen. Partnering with other 
towns would be a possibility, he 
suggested.

A transportation plan could 
include service to senior citizens,
Stanton noted.

The selectmen agreed to dis-
cuss the program further.Fla-
nagan suggested inviting Park 
and Recreation Director Matt
Andrulis-Mette and others to
a meeting to discuss the town’s 
transportation needs.

The selectmen announced 
the recent publication of “Your
Guide to Sharon, CT,” created by
Lynn Mattoon. Copies are avail-
able in the town clerk’s office.

Inside 
Scoop
Cynthia Hochswender

Dana Kraus: Glamour in a country setting

Chicken dinner 
at Legion Feb. 8

SHARON — American Le-
gion Post 126 will hold a chicken
barbecue dinner at the hall be-
hind the firehouse on Saturday, 
Feb. 8. Continuous serving is 
from 4 to 7 p.m., with take-outs 
available. The price is $12 for
adults, $6 for children under 10 
and free for children under 5.

The menu includes a half 
chicken, potato salad, pasta sal-
ad, baked beans, cole slaw, rolls 
and dessert. It is an all-you-can-
eat meal if eaten “in house” at 
the Legion. 

For additional information,
call the  Aakjars at 860-364-5640.

Chocolates at KCS will raise 
funds for scholarships on Feb. 12

KENT — The Kent Center 
School Scholarship Fund will 
host the 25th annual Chocolate 
Fest on Wednesday, Feb. 12, at 
Kent Center School.  This annual 
fundraiser for the scholarship 
fund will run from 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m. in the school cafeteria. In
the case of inclement weath-
er, the event will take place on
Thursday, Feb. 13.

At the Chocolate Fest, choc-
olate lovers pay $5 at the door
to purchase a ticket. The ticket 
is exchanged for a plate, which 

they then fill with a sampling of 
home-made chocolate goodies 
prepared by local bakers. 

Bakers are needed to create 
all kinds of chocolate treats. It 
should be noted that a no nuts/
no peanuts policy is in effect due 
to student allergies. Baked goods
should be delivered to Kent Cen-
ter School between 7:30 a.m. and 
2 p.m. on Feb. 12 through the
front door of the school. For 
more information, call Car-
ol Spelbos at 860-927-3497 or
email her at info@kcssf.org.

helped her build her luxury 
business to the point where 
she has been featured in pro-
files in the Financial Times 
How to Spend It and Vogue 
magazine and, most recently, 
in Forbes magazine. 

The article (filled with lav-
ish praise) did send some new 
clients her way and furthered 
the DKF online presence.

But, like a true New En-
glander, Kraus isn’t sitting at 
home waiting for someone else 
to do the heavy lifting. She is 
a skilled and active marketer, 
having learned a great deal 
during her years working in 
New York City’s publishing 
industry and forging part-
nerships with the marketing 
and advertising experts at the 
world’s most famous luxury 
brands.

She is savvy about how to 
get the most out of social me-
dia without overexposing her 
company and creating viewer 
fatigue. 

Living in Litchfield County, 
it’s been challenging for DKF 
to get sufficient internet speed 
to be able to be a successful 
presence online. It took six 
months of meetings with town 
officials before she was able to 
get a high-speed connection at 

Open mic at Marvelwood
KENT — A Music on the

Mountain Open Mic Night at 
The Marvelwood School will be 
on Friday, Feb. 7, at 8:30 p.m.
on the Dining Hall Stage. Doors 
open at 8 p.m. for this special 

Valentine’s Day edition. The 
open mic night is always free and 
open to the public. Contact Bing 
Bingham with any questions at 
860-927-0047, ext. 1014 or bing.
bingham@marvelwood.org.

Voters approve tennis court repair
By Leila Hawken

SHARON — By unanimous 
vote at a special town meeting
held on Friday, Jan. 31, voters
in Sharon approved a transfer
of Parks and Recreation funds 
to pay for needed repairs to the
town’s tennis courts.

A total of $14,953 will be 
moved into the Capital Non-re-
curring fund for the repairs.

John Perotti was elected to
serve as meeting moderator by 
the nearly 40 residents in atten-
dance.

In other action, voters
unanimously chose Sara Cous-
ins  to serve as Sharon’s rep-
resentative to the Region One 
School Board. She will com-
plete the term of Bob Whelan,
who recently resigned from 
that post.

KENT PROPERTY TRANSFERS

the truth is that many of the art 
galleries in Kent do in fact have 
international reach, through the
clients they attract and the work 
that they show. 

Particularly exotic is Rob
Ober’s Ober Gallery in the
Main Street business section of 
town, which is largely dedicated 
to contemporary works from 
Russia. The newest show, on dis-
play until Feb. 28, features the
work of photographer Vladimir
Sichov, who was born in Kazan, 
Russia, in 1938 and now lives in 
Berlin, Germany. 

Ober grew up in Russia, the 
son of a U.S. diplomat who later 
came to the Kent School (where 
Ober himself is now a history 
teacher and a sports coach). He 
is fascinated with works from 
Russia, in particular ones created 
during the period when he lived 
there as a child, from the early 
1970s to the early 1980s. 

Much of Sichov’s work fea-
tures the most glamorous inter-
national bold-faced names in
interior design and fashion. He 

has selected for this showing are
richly textured black-and-white 
photo portraits of Russian dis-
sident artists of the 1960s to 
the late 1980s (when Mikhail 
Gorbachev came to power and 
restrictions began to loosen up). 

“I have a soft spot for these 
artists,” Ober said. “They weren’t 
afraid to create at a time when it 
was very dangerous.”

Those images are on one wall; 
on another wall are images from 
daily life in Russia. Each one has
a story behind it. Ober is a teach-
er and loves to tell the stories; 
stop in the gallery and visit, even
if you don’t plan to buy anything
(you might change your mind
when you see the images; they 
cost $900 and are unframed). 

A third wall in the gallery has 
images of Keith Haring. Sichov 
documented the graffiti artist 
as he embellished a section of 
the Berlin Wall with one of his 
trademark joyful drawings.

The gallery is open Saturdays
from noon to 5 p.m. and Sun-
days from 1 to 4 p.m.

SHARON — Dana Kraus 
epitomizes the ideal Town and 
Country life. 

Her Northwest Corner home 
is nestled in an open field with 
uninterrupted views. Her com-
pany, DKF Estate Jewelry, has an 
office up here, but much of her 
work takes place  in New York 
City (or in foreign capitals such as 
Paris, where she spent last winter 
while working on several estates).

Kraus started her own busi-
ness in Northwest Connecticut, 
after many years as the advertis-
ing director of high-end publica-
tions such as Gourmet, Elle and 
Fortune. She and her husband 
were raising two young boys here 
in the county but alternating 
commuting in to the city every 
day, taking the train from Dover 
Plains in the pre-Wassaic train 
stop days.

It got to be too much and 
she and her husband needed to 
reinvent to remain in Litchfield 

County. Clients came forth with 
projects and suggestions. The 
answer came somewhat seren-
dipitously when a woman in town 
(knowing Kraus’ background in 
sales) asked her to sell a large col-
lection of  George Jensen jewelry. 
Kraus is a jewelry historian and 
book collector so she was able to 
sell the entire collection. Refer-
rals came. And a new business 
was born.

Kraus and her small staff trav-
el the world to meet with private 
sellers and buyers of fine, primar-
ily signed 20th century  jewelry. 
Like an art dealer, Kraus some-
times finds a piece first and then 
finds a buyer for it, and some-

times is asked by a client to track 
down a special piece or a special 
type of jewelry.The DKF col-
lection consists of names from 
Schlumberger to Verdura to Van 
Cleef and Cartier, as well as new 
designers like Nicholas Varney 
and artist jewelers like Pol Bury 
and Calder.

For Kraus, it’s the human con-
nections that matter more than 
just the jewels. Every piece that 
she sells or acquires has what an 
art dealer might call a provenance 
but which she refers to as “the 
story.” And it’s the stories that 
Kraus is really all about. While 
she’s working in a very visual 
non-essential business and liv-
ing in an exquisitely styled home, 
Kraus does in fact embody all the 
best of life in the rural Northwest 
Corner. 

She’s down to earth, fun and 
funny and not easily impressed, 
with herself or anyone else. It is 
perhaps these qualities that have 
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Vladimir Nemukhin is one 
of the Russian dissident 
artists featured in a show of 
portraits by photographer 
Vladimir Sichov at the Ober 
Gallery in Kent.

her local office; having that con-
nection has made an enormous 
difference to her ability to live 
and work from here, she said.

But above all, it’s the human 
connections that she excels at. 
Kraus cares, about her clients 
and about the jewelry, which 
she treats with a mix of respect 
and humor. 

On a recent weekday she had 
just returned from creating  pho-
tographs of some of her vintage 
pieces, working with Salisbury’s 
Sarah Blodgett (“I try to support 
local businesses, whenever I can,” 
she said of her decision to trust 
her marketing to a Northwest 
Corner artist). 

Because of the photo shoot  
she had several pieces of the DKF 
Collection laid out exquisitely 
with labels in linen-clad boxes. 
Jewelry is kept elsewhere for se-
curity reasons and DKF is avail-
able by appointment only. She 
generously draped several pieces 
around this reporter’s neck and 
handed around some fine art ear-
rings for a closer examination. 
There were no archival gloves 
anywhere in sight.  

To learn more about Kraus 
and DKF Estate Jewelry, email 
her at bijouxdk@comcast.net or 
go to www.dkfestatejewelry.com. 
All visits are by appointment.

KENT — The following prop-
erty transfers were recorded at
Town Hall in 2019.

July 29, property at Meadow 
Street from Caroline D. Marshall 
to Darin S. Hudson for $270,000.

Aug. 1, property at Elizabeth 
Street from Anthony Poallo and
Dawn Poallo to Daryl Bohning 
and Sue Ellen Bohning for 
$160,000. 

Aug. 27, property at Conboy
Heights from John D. Flynn and 
Patricia E. Flynn to Michael Jo-
seph for $325,000.

Aug. 29, property at Macedo-
nia Brook Road from the Living
Trust of Stephen M. Wolf to Kent 
School Corp. for $1,900,000.

Sept. 3, property at Kent Corn-
wall Road from Jean C. Combs 
to David Lesniak and Tonyon
Lesniak for $375,000. 

Sept. 13, property (no address)
from Marilyn S. Gansel and Rob-
ert K. Gansel to Jonas A. Nelson

and Priscilla Nelson for $650,000.
Sept. 17, property at North 

Main Street from Dorothy M. Ca-
sey to North Main Kent, LLC for
$375,000; and property at North 
Main Street from the Corsell 
Family Trust to Julia Samartini 
for $282,000. 

Sept. 19, property at Kent
Cornwall Road from Peter V. 
Kozely and Dawn L. Kozely to
Lloyd Douglas Wynn and Victor 
Allen Lewis for $1,002,000.

Sept. 23, property at Stone
Fences Lane from Rudy Molho
and Roslyn Molho to Braden T. 
Gillum and Leirion M. Sorensen 
for $440,000. 

Sept. 25, property at Bald Hill 
Road from the estate of John At-
wood to Insite Towers Develop-
ment 2, LLC for $69,000.

Sept. 26, property at Kent
Cornwall Road from John Paco-
cha Jr. to Rocky T. Epting for
$147,000. 

Sept. 30, property at Upper
Kent Hollow Road from William
Edward McGowin and Claudia 
Demonte to Jessica Pleasants and
Okan Oncel for $625,000. 

Email obituaries to cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com
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